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You have heard; now see all this; and will 
you not declare it? From this time forward I 
tell you new things, hidden things that you 
have not known. (Isaiah 48:6) 
 

A  new year is here. The time to 
change our calendar from 2024 to 
2025 has come. “Out with the old; in 

with the new” is not just a saying, but a reali-
ty that we are beginning to experience. Wel-
come to the announcement of new things! 
Happy New Year to you and your family! 

 

Looking back on this past year, we have  
reason to be grateful for the way the Lord 
has been with us. As a church, we have ex-
perienced blessings that have helped us 
grow in our faith. When least expected; we 
were surprised by the generosity of many of 
you in providing to meet needs that were  
evident. The congregation responded in love 
while providing essential things for various 
ministries locally and around the world. 
From food pantries to shoeboxes . . . mittens 
to dresses; we have once again demonstrat-
ed God’s love to those who were the least of 
these. I believe God has smiled with joy at 
the way you and I have offered ourselves for 
His kingdom’s outreach. We are not finished! 
 

A new year presents new possibilities for the 
people of faith. Here at First Presbyterian 

Church, we have a unique opportunity to 
share God’s message of “good news of a 
great joy.” As the prophet wrote, God is be-
ginning to reveal Himself and His plans to all 
those who are looking for His presence in 
the world. Hidden things that will soon 
become evident to us will provide us with 
the joy of striving with God on behalf of the 
world. It begins in us and our desire to work 
with Him in making a difference in the lives 
of men, women and children. So, prepare 
yourself for the surprises of God. It will be a 
blessing to us. 
 

This new year will offer new things. This new 
year will provide us new challenges. This 
new year will unfold before us and reveal 
the call of God for us all. Get ready! Look 
expectantly! Dream big! God promises 
through His word to tell us “new things, hid-
den things.” I for one, am looking forward to 
God’s revelation. Knowing His love for us, let 
us prepare for all the good things He will 
share with us. A new year is here! Thanks be 
to God! 

P.O. Box 1 
1600 Winchester Ave. 

Ashland, KY 41101 
fpcaky.org 

606.324.4122 
 

Church Office Hours  
Monday — Thursday 

8 a.m. — Noon 
office@fpcaky.org 

 

STAFF 
Rev. Bill Pollack 

Minister 
 

Max Jackson 
Choirmaster/ 

Organist 
 

Nanette Pollack 
Administrative  

Assistant 
 

Glen Thomas 
Facilities Manager 

 

Kara Adkins 
Nursery Attendant 

 

SESSION MEMBERS 
 

Mitch Hall 
President of  

Congregation 
 

Kelly Hanni 

Secretary of  
Congregation/ 

Clerk of Session 
 

Cathy Wilson 
Treasurer  

 

2025 
Kelly Hanni 

Kim Whitman 
Geri Willis 

2026 
Mitch Hall* 

Jan Holbrook 
Ryan Whitman* 

2027 
Lee McCloud* 

J.T. Norris* 

Jimmy Hall 
 

*2nd term of service 

Let’s Read the Bible! 
As we begin a new year together; let us make it a priority to read from the Bible every day. As we read, we will  
experience the familiar and the new. To help in this endeavor, a yearly Bible reading plan is below. Let’s covenant 
to read the Bible in 2025! What a difference it will make in us! A monthly publication of First Presbyterian Church     Volume 7 | Issue 1| January 2025 
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Sunday Morning Study: Sundays, 9:28 p.m. 
Armchair Theologians: Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
Harmony of the Gospels: Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:50 a.m. 
Genesis Bible Study: Sundays, 5:30 p.m. 
Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7 a.m., Bob Evans 
Bells Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 5:45 p.m.  
Chancel Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m. 
Paper Angels: Thursday, Jan. 2, 1 p.m. 
Glen’s Birthday Celebration: Sunday, Jan. 5, Noon 
Men’s Lunch Bunch: Thursday, Jan. 9, 11:30 a.m. 
Horizons Bible Study: Thursday, Jan. 9, 5:15 p.m. 
Ministry Teams Meeting: Monday, Jan. 13, 5:30 p.m. 
Paper Angels: Thursday, Jan. 16, 1 p.m. 
Dames + Dinner: Thursday, Jan. 16, 5:30 p.m. 
MLK Community Luncheon: Monday, Jan. 20, Noon 
Sew Blessed: Monday, Jan. 20, 6 p.m. 
Finance Ministry Team: Tuesday, Jan. 21, 5:30 p.m. 
Men’s Lunch Bunch: Thursday, Jan. 23, 11:30 a.m. 
Nanette’s Birthday Celebration: Sunday, Jan. 26, Noon 
Empty Nesters: Monday, Jan. 27, 5:30 p.m. 
Session Meeting: Tuesday, Jan. 28, 5:30 p.m. 
 

Special Dates 
New Year’s Day, January 1 

Epiphany, January 6, 
Baptism of the Lord, January 12 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 20 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Gary Dillon–January 2 
Greg Weston–January 3 

Heather Whitman–January 4 
Kelly Hanni–January 5 

Andrew Jones–January 5 
Mark Hanni–January 7 

Anna Goodwin–January 8 
Kate Goodwin–January 8 
LuAnne Conley–January 9 

John Fox McCloud–January 9 
Glen Thomas–January 13 

Dave Eby–January 14 
Mary McGill–January 16 

Holly McClelland–January 18 
Carli Weston–January 21 

Nanette Pollack–January 22 
Donna Jones–January 23 
Lorelai Shay–January 24 

Sunny Goodwin–January 25 
Michael Whitman–January 27 

Christy Thomas–January 29 
Betty Jean Phipps–January 31 
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Memorial Gift Given 
A gift was given to First Presbyterian Church from the Marian P. Taylor Trust. 

 

 

We are glad to announce that our 
Bible study in Genesis, led by Pastor 

Bill, will start back up Sunday,  
January 5, 2025 beginning at  

5:30 p.m. We will gather in the  
Bethesda Community Hall for this 
study. We will also live stream the 

study on Facebook. Let’s come  
together in the new year and study 

in His word. 

Note of Gratitude 
We, the Staff here at First Presbyterian Church, express our greatest appreciation and thanks for the ways you have 
blessed us during this past year. We are especially grateful for gifts, goodies, cards and words of appreciation and 
encouragement over these past days. We are privileged to be apart of this Church family. Our prayer for you is for 
His blessings to be with you and your family throughout this coming year. (Nanette, Kara, Glen, Max & Pastor Bill ) 

Celebrating Staff January Birthdays 
We invite everyone to join in as we celebrate Glen’s birthday next Sunday, January 5. 
We will gather in the Narthex immediately following morning worship. If you would, 
please give him a card and express your thanks for all he does for us here at FPC. Happy 
birthday Glen!  
 

From weekly bulletins to monthly newsletters; from emails to text messages and so 
much in between, we are blessed to have Nanette in our church office. On Sunday,  
January 26, we will have the opportunity to say thanks to her as we celebrate her  

birthday following morning worship in the Narthex. Please join us in this celebration. Cards are welcome. Words of 
gratitude are always great as well. Thank you Nanette for everything you do to make FPC a church in which we are 
proud. Happy birthday! 

MLK On What Really Matters 
Exactly two months before his assassination, Martin Luther King Jr. preached his  
final sermon at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta. On February 4, 1968, the  
civil-rights icon spoke about how he wanted to be remembered at his funeral. He 
preferred that people recall not his education or achievements but that he “tried to 
give his life serving others” and “tried to love somebody.” 
 

Adapting a 1952 homily by J. Wallace Hamilton, King decried the “drum major instinct — a desire to be out front, a 
desire to lead the parade.” Humans often want to be great and first, as evidenced by the disciples James and John 
requesting prime seats in paradise. But King urged listeners to focus on the “reordered priorities” of Jesus, who 
wants us to “be first in love.” 

 

As Jesus showed, “everybody can serve,” King said. Your background or status doesn’t matter, as long as you have “a 
heart full of grace” and “a soul generated by love.” 


